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and set forms and to return to the interest in the content
of classical literature that marked the Renaissance before
its decline into formalism.
This tendency may, therefore, properly be called
"humanistic realism/' With its emphasis upon content
usually went a study of social and physical phenomena,
in order to throw light upon the passages under considera-
tion. Illustrations of this humanistic realism are found
in many writers of the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-
ries. The poet and schoolmaster, John Milton (1608-
1674), for example, while a remarkable classicist himself, in
his Tractate of Education objects to the usual humanistic
education, and says of the pupil, "if he have not studied
the solid things in them as well as the words and lexicons,
he were nothing so much to be esteemed as any yeoman or
tradesman competently wise in his mother dialect only."
And he would teach the Latin writers on agriculture, and
the Greek writers on natural history, geography, and medi-
cine for the sake of the subject-matter.
Social realism. — But there was another phase of early
realism, which often appeared in conjunction with human-
istic education, and may be called "social realism." Its
adherents strove to adapt education to actual living in a
real world, and to afford direct practical preparation for
the opportunities and duties of life. It was generally
recommended as the means of education for all members
of the upper social class. It sought to combine with the
literary elements taught the clergy in the Middle Ages and
the scholar in the Renaissance, certain remnants of the old
chivalric education as the proper training for gentlemen.
It held schools to be of less value as an agency for educat-
ing the young aristocrats than training through a tutor
and travel.

